78 


ro FTER PARKER THe SPECTATU AD 


DERM 
yr 


F 4 spi 


1s 
PROBABLY 
EO _ TELL NEW 


7 WAKE UP, 
1 Fecicia:tvEe \) 


IR PARKER, THE SPECTACULAR SPIDER-MAN ™ Vol. 1, NO. 78. May, 1983. 
Michael Hcosor, Vise Preascere. Pub ca Serta, vce 


SOME SECURITY 
SYSTEM YOUVE SET 


YOU...-YOU CHOWDERHEADS! I HANDPICKED YOU FOR THIS ASSIGNMENT 
1D THAT WE'RE GUARDING THE 


BECAUSE I THOUGHT YOU UND! 
SLACK CAT DGAINST A VILLAIN~- SOMEBODY SEVERAL 
HUNDRED CUTS ABOVE YOUR USUAL SECOND-STORY MAN! 


AW, GO EASY ON'EM, MT! WANT MY 
CAPTAIN DEWOLFE! I CAN ID.BE REACT mt 
CRAWL AWFULLY QUIET { 

WHEN I WANT TO! 


DONT TELL ME 
MAY BUSINESS. 
WEB-SLINGER. 


NOT, o iOT IN FRONT OF | "| ALL RIGHT, WALL-CRAWLER--WELL PLAY IT 
NOT IN HER CONDITION. | | YOUR WAY... FOR NOW. T 

SHOCK ISN'T TOO GREAT 

WHEN OCTOPUS DOES COME BACK. 


——| 
OCTOPUS WAS STILL 
[ZZ OUT TO GET HER... 


YEAH. 
THE ONE THING I'm Cel 
ay OTneawise CRAY UE 


-OCTOPUS WILL BE BACK! T'é = THAT A! THE FACT THAT AY BE Ii 
SRE WEO 0 0 ale SVEN Tae LA oe 


I JUST HAD THE MOST 
WONDERFUL DREAM! 


PLEASE DON'T SEND 
Me Back! Preases ZS 


ans RESO ERE BIA PON NS 


Ff 


a 
AND £-REALIZED DADDY WAS RIGHT!) ; 
S THAD TO COME BACK-= f y e%, if 
wuere r wre 1e8 
TO, 4 ‘oY { 


Ob, CAT! DON'T I. WON'T, LOVER--AND I’m 
EVER EVEN THINK TO TAKE DADDY'S ADv 
Gi st 


OF LEAVING Me! 


ING TO GO STRAI 
MORE CAT BURGLAR! 


NO MORE CRIME! 


TM GOING TO START 
LIVING SOLELY FoR 


7 ARE OTHERS WHO LOVE YO' 
FELICIA-- WHO ARE OVERTOYED TO 
HEAR OF THIS CHANGE IN YOU! 


I'VE BEEN HERE EVERY DAY 
SINCE YOU WERS HURT, s 
DAUGHTER--CRYING, PRAYING, =| 
HOPING YOU'D BE ALL RIGHT-- DOCTOR OCTOPUS SAID HE'D BE 
. . BACK TONIGHT... AND HE'S A MAN 
* WHO KEEPS HIS APPOINTMENTS! 


HEY, CAI 

WHO 1S Ee 
TO BE GIVING 
YS OROERS?: 


ANO ADDED , 

Arewnew YT 
|Ones UKE THE fe 
| Hoseceuny 2) if 


rv 
AND SPENT EVERY SPA: ; 
| MINUTE BY PELICIA'S BEDSIDE: 


DIATOR, 
AND VERMIN. 


Bur aye 
YOU'RE RNSAT! 
OI \ { AAAYBE YOU 
NOU NEED THE DAILY BUBLEL DON'T NEED 
WE DON'T NEED YOU! J = THESE SHOTS! 


ROBERTSON, IT'S HIGHWAY 
ROBBERY, BUT PAY THE AKAN! 


CY. GET READ 
TO REMAKE 
PAGE ONE. 


ia) 
LucKy 
AM TO GET PAID; 


GOT NOTHING To DO 
AY PHOTOS ARE 
1D L KNOW IT! 


JAMESON HAS ALWAYS 
TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF 
ME BECAUSE HE KNEW 
NEEDED THE MONEY! 

MAYBE IT'S TIME SOME 

CHANGES WERE MADE! 


arretul 
has Shi 


DISPLAYED 
APPALLING LACK 
OF DISCIPLING. 


FRANKLY, I DON'T GIVE A SCRATCH FOR GRADES! 
LESS ACADEMIC EXERCISES 


HONORS-- WITH THIS WHOLE GRaD SCHOOL 
ATMOSPHERE! 


ive HAD IT WITH MEANING: 
AN 


THERE'S A REAL WORLD OUTSIDE 
THE GATES OF THIS CAMPUS ~~ 


eN 


IVE EVEN BE 
THINKING OF REVEAL- 
ING MY SECRET 
/DENTITY. 


‘SP1DER-MAN AND HIS BELOVED 
BLACK CAT MANE MADE ME 
SUFFER AS NEVER BEFORE! 


THEY BEAT ME-- 
HUMILIATED ME — 
AND EVEN TRIED TO 
DEPRIVE ME OF MY 
MECHANICAL ARMS 


1 Ses? 
FORMED 


wi 
“poweRe THAN WS EVER 
WERFUL THAN. 
POW ETERE BEFORE! 


SPIDER-MAN HAS 
SELF 


ALWAYS: 
a 


AND Z HAVE A ¥, R PARKER. LIZ AND = WERE 
‘ y HOPING WE'D FIND YOU HERE! 


I SHOULD BE pgecraes MBE 
READY FOR BA TTLE Wi 

OR Oe TORUS 

> Sure! Lets 

UT THERE'S AGOOD CHANCE 

T MIGHT NEVER See Abas 


WE HEARD ABOUT AN ALUMN( FUND- 
RAISER ——AND CAME BACK oe 


yj DO IT... FOR LO 
TIMES SAKE! 
WHY DON'T YOU OLD FRIENDS AGAIN/ 
JOIN US FOR 
LUNCH? WE CAN 
YAK OVER OLD 
TMi 


ez THEN MANY ALES TO THE NORTH A 
ONS SECURITY VAN APPROACHES 
Srare Pe PRISON. 


WITH THIS PRISON'S Specially 
DESIGNED oe YSTEMS, 
twine Be 

BEFORE Ti 


LAUGH! GO Au 


IFAD! 
EVERYONE WHO BVi 


You 
5@255s1 
OF ¥ 


sks 
‘ Me. 7 


AND YOU WILL DO Exactly 

Ag I TELL YOU, IF YOU WANT 

TO SURVIVE INSIDE THIS 
SON 


ALL RR 


TLL PROPOSE TO FRIENDSHIP WHICH TRANSCENDS TiME— 
ONE, Liz... “\ TO LOVE AND AFFECTION WHICH |S SWEETER 
‘THAN WINE--TO LIFE iE LIVING.-- 
tag ‘Ss NOTHING'S SO FINE 


el 
“ rs 


So Eaac Ts wonoer 
WHATS BOTHERING 
pete? 


CALLED! 
YOU A LITTLS SNad 


t pe. YY SOUNTING ON YOU TO TAKE 
Feo Tals oer 7 ire! = OF MSY AUNT MAY FOR MET 
> PLEASE DON'T LET ME DOWN! 
HL PETER! HOV 
“THE MAN? 


Pervert HOPE You THING, 


N 
DION'T 00 ANYTHING BP fuvansny 
DANGEROUS TO EARN IT! 2 10 NAN! 


VE DONE It! 
-- ERYONE Wik 
JUST INCASE T DON'T A 


AS EHS HANDS 
BND SEET WERE 


Vt s21082-nAN!, 
YOU'RE BACK! 


How BUT HELL YOUR LADYPRIEND'S BEEN EDGY 

COULD fT. SINCE YOU LEFT, WALL CRAWLER. 

STAY AWAYY BANK ON I THINK SHE KNOWS SOMETHING'S 
$ uP. 


YOU DIDN'T TELL 
HER ABOUT 
Octorus? 


THE PLEASURE WAS ALL ans OS 
THEN PAS: HARDY: e 
<4 


you PEELING, 
FELICIA 


ABSOLUTELY 


LISTEN To ME, FeLicia-- 

= DON’T HAVE MUCH 

TUAE TO SAY EVERYTHING 
Z'O LIKE TO 


-BUT_HE WON'T GET Near YOu! 
I WON'T LET HIM HURT YOU AGAIN 


FELICIA, DON'T WANT THERE 
To Be ETS BETWEEN 
Ue ire assur ane YO 
LEARNED MY REAL IDENTITY, 


WHY NOT, LOVER? I THOUGHT WE HAD 


ALL THE TIME IN THE WORLD! 


OR I$ THAT WHY THERES age 
SO MANY POLICEMEN HERE? 


NO, LOVER! NOT HERE! 


OCTOPUS IS ALMOST 
HERE’ POST YOUR MEN 
THROUGHOUT THIS 


Dear Tom, 
Thank you for one of the finest Spider Man. 
stories that | have read in at least 10 years, 
"Waiting for Doctor Octopus” which ap- 
peared in PETER PARKER #72 was 
superb In every sense of the word (and in 
every art panel as well). From the stunning 
cover to the last panel of the last page itheld 
my attention as few comics ever have. 
‘While | have always been impressed with 
Bill Mantio's writing | am becoming more 
and more impressed with Ed Hannigan’s 
storytelling abilities. It seems to me that the 
Marvel artists | grew up with: (Kirby, Ditko, 
Romita Sr., and the Buscemas} were able 10 
tell a story with their pictures, but the peopie. 
who followed them seemed to drift away 
from this aspect of comics. Well, those good 
old days are back now in the pages of 
PPTSS... and with a vengance. Issue #72 
was full of old Ditkoish touches, like Spidey's 
“ilat’ feet on pages 2'& 3, the masks on the 
wall of Ollie's room (page 7), the foot paint- 
ing on page 6, and the “Sinister Six" (plus 
one). | aiso enjoyed how Spidey's webbing 
would appear and disappear and how the 
blue areas of his costume would oocasion- 
ally turn black. However the best part of the 
book was the fight with ‘Doo Ock’'in the fish 
bow. Ifwe old timers can'thave Steve Dito 
back, then Ed Hannigan is a viable substi- 


tute. Robert J. Sodaro 
1167 Meritt Street 
Fairfield, CT 06432 
Me, too! 


Dear Spideyphiles: 

Til say one thing for PETER PARKER 
#72: Ithad one heck of a nice cover, possi- 
bly the nicest of ll tne ‘pop art covers ofthe 
past few months. |'m sure saies will attest to 
that because in my area this issue sold out in 
all the specialty shops in practically ne time. 
| will duly compliment Mr. Hannigan in a 
paragraph or two. 

it seems like every time | stop buying this 
magazine that either the art or stories begin 
to Improve so that | have to pick up the past 
couple of issues in orderto see what I've 
missed. Well, you've done ito me again, but 
this time both the art and story are looking 
real good. : 

Tread somewhere that Tom DeFalco was 
going to strive to reinstill the charm of the 
Lea and Ditko Spidey into this book. His staff 
must like that idea. Bill Mantlo’s story suc- 
cessfully brings back that very charm along 
with a heaithy dose of fun and a subtle mes- 


sage. Nicest of all, he manages to do itin his, 
own style. The same goes for Ed Hanni- 
gan's artistic style which only slightly resem- 
bies the simplicity of Ditko. Of course Ed's 
layouts are his own and they getbetter avery 
issue. Oh yeah, his covers are real nice, too. 
Michael J. Oliver 
5102 168th Street SW #B-7 
Lynwood, WA 980348 

Ithink so! 


Peopie, 

ll be direct. PPTSS #72 really made my 
day. If every SPIDER-MAN comic were this 
well-conceived, your sales would go 
through the ceiling. 5% 

You $88, no one element was what made. 
this issue outstanding. It was an almost 
magical combination of soript, art, inking, 
coloring, lettering and editing. Also, the “little 
touches,” such as the Miller vignette, the 
tombstones, the fade-dot patterns giving a 
gash stim. fielees: John A. Wilcox 

40 Hales Court 
Westpor, CT 06880 


Dear Gang, 

Re: SPECTACULAR SPIDER-MAN #72 

Rating System: ***** Excellent, “*** Great, 
*™" Good, * Fair, * Yeoch. 

Story: As always, Bill Mantlo's writing is a 
bit too loquacious for my tastes. it's always 
as if he has no faith In his artist's ability to tell 
a story with pictures. In this issue, though, 
Bill thankfully kept it down to about 20 words 
Per panel average. And the storyline itself 
was great! Plot: ***** Dialogue: """" 

Art: I'm gone on Ed’s Hannigan’s artwork. 
Love the dark and shadowy detail he often 
employs, and his technique of mixing 
panels. Let'ssee some more of that. And, as 
for his covers... Wowill He drafts some of 
the most eye-caiching covers I've ever 
seen! This issue's. was. particularly good, 
especially the smashed title. Clever. interior 
Art: **** Cover: 7% 

Coloring: As usual, Glynis Wein's talentis 
unsurpassed. ***** ‘ 
Lettering: Jim Novak is ani 
favorite." 

Final Rating: **"*4/2 

Super (or, if you prefer, SPECTACULAR) 
job, guys! Keep it up! 


jer all-time 


Andrew Hermann 
_ 836 Lewis Lane 

Rosemonet, PA 19010 

So what's the 1/2 star for, Andy—my edit- 


1 DON'T BELIEVE IT! Mere weeks ago | 
proclaimed PPTSS #71 to be the best 
Spidey story since AMAZING #200, and felt 
snug, safe, and secure in that|udicious juda- 
ment. And now sit dejectedly, feeling like 
nothing else than a skidmark on the road of 
life, after my utter humiliation at your hands. 
All right, you weasels, rats, and sycophantic. 
‘scumbuckets — PPTSS #72 is the best! 

Why? Perhaps it was Bill's soript, which 
managed to twist the conventional punch- 
‘em-up-saga_to heights unpretzeled sinca 
Flash Thompson squared off against Doc 
Doom. Perhaps it was aided by Moon 
Knights cameo: that ‘water-tower artist,” 
PLAYDUCK -magazine; and the DAILY 
BUGLE's “Bongo” game (or was that “Zong 
Bongo”, TRIBUNE fans?). Maybe it was the 
fact that both Gwen Stacy and Elektra are 
buried in Wildwood Cemetery; the Portzebie 
store; and that wonderful round panel where 
Spidey thinks what the public would do if 
he'd killed that kid. (Made me think I'd picked 
up MARVEL TALES by mistake, when | ac~ 
tually do so on purpose.) Maybe it was the 
cover, and the interior art, and... but no mat- 
ter. twas ALL great. 

Now, for my first-ever no-prize attempt: 
Why does Elwood's Candies and Groceries 
carry KA-ZAR, a ditect-sales-oniy book (as, 
evidenced by the litter of comics on the 
floor)? Simple: it’s a huge store, as is shown, 
and probably caters to that elit, intellectual 
and discriminating buyer known as a hard- 
core Marvel fan, and as such, makes sure 10 
stock Marvel's fan-oriented comics. Heck, 
Vilbet Moon Knight was there buying comics 
just before Spidey spotted him! Adequate 
explanation? 

David Allen 

Olney Central College 

'5 Dougias Drive 

Olney, IL 62450 

Sounds good to me, David! Consider 
yourself No-Prized! 


Dear Editor; 

PETER PARKER #72 has to be the fun- 
niest issue you have ever published! It virtu- 
ally screams for a sequel. Have litte “Olio” 
perfect his web fluid, |wantto see him again! 

David P. Salley 
121 Sprenger Avenue 
Buffalo, NY 14211 
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